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She Didn't Realize That Other
People Lived Differently

Anna'’s childhood was marked by trauma. Her earliest memories are of being
sexually and physically abused by her dad, grandfather, and her mom’s boyfriend.
It wasn't until Anna was 12 years old and started visiting the home of a friend did
she realize that people lived differently from her.

Anna left home to live with that friend’s family, who adopted her. She struggled
with eating disorders that eventually led to addiction. The drugs and alcohol
helped Anna to mask the pain of her past. In the midst of her addiction, Anna
became pregnant and knew she wasn't ready to have a baby, but someone who
knew her family told them about Lifehouse.

Upon arriving at Lifehouse Anna says, “There were people who wanted to help
me, even though | was in a bad situation.” However, she struggled with advice
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What is the Value of One Life?

By Dolli Neikirk, CEO
dneikirk@lifehouselouisville.org

“Train up a child in the way they should go, and when they are old they will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6

At my first training session for Give for
Good back in 2019, | had the unique
“opportunity” to sit next to an individual
representing an organization that actively
raises money to fund abortions. As

our table introduced ourselves and our
organization, we were to share an “I

believe” statement about our organization.

This individual said, “I believe abortion
saves lives.” | think my tongue was
bleeding from biting it. | was trying to
understand God’s purpose in seating me
next to this person, and how He wanted
me to respond in sharing what | believe
about Lifehouse? In God's wisdom, He
dictated my statement, which was, “I
believe in the sanctity of human life and
the transformation that occurs, through
Jesus Christ, in the lives of women

at Lifehouse who chose life for their
babies.” From there we moved to other
tables, and | didn’t see that individual
again. | trust that God decided the “I
believe” statement He gave me to share
was all the individual with this other
organization needed to hear that day. |
continued to pray throughout the day that
those words made their way in to soften
this person’s heart.

During this year’s Give for Good, there
were five organizations actively raising
money to fund abortions. These
organizations will use their funds to pay
for transporting women to states outside
of Kentucky that allow abortions, and pay
clinics for the abortion procedure. Those
organizations raised around $175,000

combined — over 325% more than
Lifehouse. Two of those organizations
raised more than Lifehouse, one of those
more than doubled the $43,000 Lifehouse
raised. Last year, the organization |
mentioned above, spent approximately
$140,000 funding transportation and
abortions for over 3,400 women.

What is the Value of One Life?

As we actively work to support moms
who made the choice to give their
children life, | always ask what is the
value of one life? Would we spend our
entire Lifehouse income to save just
one life? How important is it to see a
mom finish college, get a secure job
with benefits and move into her own
home, supporting herself and her
child without reliance on food stamps,
government healthcare and housing?
What is that worth to the community?
What is it worth to you?

Insufficient Support for Parents

As we prepare to launch our BrightLife
Family Support Program for our moms and
children, I have learned what inadequate
support for families is costing Kentucky.
The state ranks 44% in workforce
participation, largely due to childcare gaps
that keep parents, and in particular moms,
out of jobs or school. Better access to
childcare could add 28,000 people to the
workforce. Over half of Kentucky counties
lack enough childcare spots, and the
waiting lists are months-long. The average

cost of infant care rivals that of in-state
college tuition. Childcare workforce
shortages exacerbate the issue, leading

to understaffed facilities, staff burnout,
and inadequate care. As a parent, and
especially as a mom, the stress of leaving
your young child in the care of others is so
difficult.

BrightLife will be a Bright Light for
Lifehouse Moms

Lifehouse has been blessed by grants and
other financial support for some of the
initial BrightLife expenses. | am grateful
for resources that helped us replace the
fence, allowed for security upgrades,

and the ability to purchase some initial
equipment. But we still have expenses
associated with modifications to the space
for BrightLife, as well as ongoing expenses
of materials and staffing. We estimate
the latter to be an additional $150,000

to our budget the first year, and we are
trusting in God’s provision, through His
people (that's you) to help us fund not
only our normal expenses of utilities, food,
maintenance, etc., but also this exciting
new program that will help our moms
grow in independence and security.

Consider joining us for our Open House
December 7th from 2-4 pm to see our
new BrightLife space.

We share the story of Anna, a Lifehouse
mom, who is working hard to make a
better life for her and her son. Anna has
overcome abuse as a child, addiction, jail,

2



Wesley Foundation Presentation

Lifehouse CEQ, Dolli Neikirk, recently spoke to the Wesley
Foundation at the University of Louisville. The Wesley, as it

is affectionately called, is the campus ministry of the United
Methodist Church. Thank you to Pastor Jamelle Jones, campus
pastor for The Wesley and Lifehouse Board Member, for inviting
Dolli to share about how the students can use Lifehouse as

a resource for a friend that might be facing an unexpected
pregnancy. Dolli will gladly share about Lifehouse to any small
group, Sunday School class, church, community organization,
men’s or women's group, or wherever “two or more are
gathered.” You can email her at dneikirk@lifehouselouisville.org
to learn more.
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Gift of Groceries

Thank you to the parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes and

the Knights of Columbus Ave Maria Council #15931 for

their amazing gift of $1515 in Kroger gift cards. Their amazing
generosity will help Lifehouse manage our grocery budget into
2026! Special thanks to Grand Knight, Mike Dicken, who led

the project and presented the gift to Lifehouse. Lifehouse also
will qualify for an additional gift from the Supreme Council of

the Knights of Columbus through their Aid and Support After
Pregnancy initiative. This program helps provide a matching gift to
a pregnancy help organization following the gift of a local Council.

Christ Church
Cares Day

Volunteers from Christ Church United
Methodist spent time at Lifehouse on
September 13th as a part of the Christ
Church Cares Day. After a tour, volunteers
painted an office, moved furniture,
cleaned up the playground area, installed
baby gates and locks for the trash cans
and power washed the exterior of the
house. Lifehouse is thankful for the
sharing of their time to help spruce up
our home!

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
Career Fair

Lifehouse CEO, Dolli Neikirk, and Program and Operations Director, Shannon Cole,
participated in the Career Fair on the Seminary Campus. They were able to share
with students opportunities I
in pregnancy help and ways
students could volunteer at
Lifehouse while still in school.
It was a great way to continue
to spread the message of
Lifehouse in the community.
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Compass Christian Church Fall
Festival

We are grateful to Compass Christian Church for donating the
proceeds of their October 18th Fall Festival at Seneca Park to
Lifehouse. Lifehouse CEO, Dolli Neikirk, and Chief Development
Officer, Lyssa Castor, were there to share information about
Lifehouse with those attending the family friendly event. Lifehouse
thanks Compass Christian Church for supporting our mission!

Faithful & Grateful: Our
Most Successful Give for
Good Yet!

In September, Lifehouse participated in the 12th Annual Give for
Good Louisville event, hosted by the Community Foundation of
Louisville. This one-day celebration of generosity offers people
across the metro area the opportunity to support causes they
care about and share them with friends and family.

We are praising God for our most successful Give for Good
event to date—raising an incredible $43,535! Our Board

of Directors provided a $20,000 matching challenge to launch
the campaign, ensuring that every gift throughout the day was
matched dollar for dollar.

We are deeply grateful to everyone who supported Lifehouse
during Give for Good and throughout the year. Our mission to
serve women and children in crisis is only possible because of
your generosity. Together, we are able to walk alongside families
in need, reflecting Christ’s love in every step.

Funds raised during Give for Good will go directly toward
launching our new BrightLife Family Support Program. This
vital initiative will provide high-quality care for children while their
mothers are at work or in school—ensuring families have the
support they need to grow, thrive, and succeed.

We are currently making modifications to our home to
accommodate this new program and plan to launch in the first
quarter of 2026.

We invite you to join us for our Christmas Open House on
December 7, from 2:00-4:00 p.m. Come see our beautiful home
decorated for the season and take a look at the exciting updates
in progress. We look forward to celebrating with you!

Volunteers Needed

Lifehouse is needing volunteers to help with cleaning space
and materials in preparation for the start of BrightLife.

Toys and other materials will need to be sanitized, and the
space arranged to welcome children. We also are looking
at an ongoing need for volunteers to help during the lunch/
playground hour once BrightLife starts. Reach out to
lifehouse@lifehouselouisville.org for more information.

Thank You For Being A
Blessing to Lifehouse

Thank you to these churches, businesses, foundations and grant
funders who provide vital support for Lifehouse. We especially
recognize those gifts made in honor and/or memory of loved ones.

Corporate

YUM! Brands Foundation, Inc.

Kroger

Church/Religious:

Midlane Park Presbyterian
Church

The Marian Center
Acts Il Mission Fund

Classic Worship Family - SECC

Knights of Columbus
Charities, Inc.

Foundations & Grants

AR-Hale Family Foundation, Inc.

Todd Veirs
Cralle Foundation, Inc.

Carson-Myre Charitable
Foundation

J Rogers Badgett Sr.
Foundation Inc.

Southeast Christian Church
Sisters of Charity of
Nazareth

The King's Daughters and
Sons’ Foundation

Memory/Honor

Martha Latter —
In Memory of R. Michael
Ricketts & Steven Harris
Kenney

Barbara Powell —
In Memory of
Helen C. Clark
Jessie Wrenn —
In Honor of Steve Isaac,
father of Cyndy Stevenson

Every effort has been made to account for these gifts received July 1
to September 30, 2025. Please notify us of any errors or omissions
and we will make a correction in the next newsletter.




What is the Value of One Life? continued from page 2

loss of custody of her son for three months, recovery, and court hearings, but she is finding peace in the love of Christ and support of
Lifehouse. Anna knows that hard work is penance for her past, but Lifehouse and BrightLife are making a way for her to reach her goal
of completing college. She hopes to work in cybersecurity to help victims of trafficking as her way of giving back. You can hear Anna’s

story in her own words on our website. Go to www.LifehouseLouisville.org, click on the “About” tab, and then “Our Stories.”

I am thankful for your love of Lifehouse. We continue to grow our program through your faithfulness, trust and belief in our mission.
Your prayers and gifts are vital to the success of Lifehouse moms in breaking generational cycles.

As we come to the end of 2025, prayerfully consider if you can increase your support of Lifehouse this
Christmas and into 2026. Monthly gifts are a great way to help us budget for expenses, and your one

time gifts help us meet the ongoing needs of Lifehouse.

Thank you and may God bless you and keep you, may His face shine upon you and give you peace through

the Christmas season and into 2026.

Wishing you the

She Didn’'t Realize... Anna's Story continued from page 1

on parenting. After a year, Anna chose to
leave Lifehouse. “I wasn't living my life for
God. Even though | was sober, | wasn't
sober in my mind.”

Anna’s departure led to her worst
addiction relapse. She went to jail

twice, and lost custody of her son for
three months, which she says still hurts
the most. “I realized | had tried to do
everything my way, and it didn’t work.”
Encouraged by her mom to call Lifehouse,
Anna was hesitant. “I prayed that night

and Jesus told me that | was going
back to Lifehouse.”

Returning to Lifehouse, Anna was
transformed. “The biggest impact
was the way everyone welcomed
me back, truly accepting me and
happy to see me.” Despite guilt over
her past choices, she felt grace and
love.

Now, Anna balances motherhood,
work, and pursuing a degree in
criminal justice and cybersecurity,
with aspirations to work against sex
trafficking and support others with
experiences similar to hers. She

is excited about Lifehouse’s new
BrightLife Family Support Program,
which will ensure her son is cared for
while she is at work and school. “When

| left Lifehouse, my son was seriously
injured at a childcare facility. It will be
comforting to know that he is in a safe
place where people love him.”

Reflecting on her journey, she says,
“Lifehouse has shown me God'’s truth.

He makes the way. | love everyone at
Lifehouse, it has been life-changing for me
and my son.”

Your support of Lifehouse helps women
like Anna break free of addiction and
abuse, and leads them to a life of hope and
freedom. Over half of Kentucky counties

‘I prayed that night and
Jesus told me that | was
going back to Lifehouse.”

lack enough childcare spots and the
waiting lists are months-long. The average
cost of infant care rivals that of in-state
college tuition. Childcare gaps keep moms
out of jobs or school. Better access to
childcare adds to the workforce, and

the opportunity for higher education will
lead to better jobs, better pay, and better
security for single moms.

Join us in the launch of BrightLife offering
love and support for the precious moms and
children that call Lifehouse home. Your gift of
any amount will lead to a brighter future!

To hear Anna’s full story in her own words, scan this
OR code or go to Our Stories on our website.
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A Lifehouse Wish List

Like every household, Lifehouse has regular needs in
which donations help us keep our financial resources
directed toward programs for our moms and children.
These and many other items are on our Amazon Wish
List. You can easily order and ship directly to Lifehouse!
Go to Amazon.com and in the search bar type “Gift
Registry by name.” At the top of the next page, click on
"Amazon Registry and Gifting.” On the next page, click
“Find a registry.” In the box type “Lifehouse Maternity
Home.” Then click on our name on the next box. There
you will find numerous items that help us stretch our
budget further. Thank you for all you do for Lifehouse!

Help through Kroger Community Rewards

Did you know you can choose Lifehouse to be a Community
Rewards recipient, receiving a percentage of your shopping
purchases without any additional cost to you?

1) Sign into your account at Kroger.com

2) Go to My Account and select Community Rewards from
the left-hand menu

3) Search for Lifehouse Maternity Home and click Enroll
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Kleenex tissues
Bathroom size waste basket liners
Laundry bleach

Toddler toothbrushes

Hair conditioner (any kind)
Clorox wipes

Gallon size freezer bags
Aveeno for babies

Diaper rash cream (any kind)

Other ways to help Lifehouse:
e Include Lifehouse in your will.

» Add Lifehouse as beneficiary on your life insurance policy.

e At age 70 % or older, an individual can donate up to $100,000 from
their IRA to a charitable organization. Making a Qualified Charitable
Distribution meets the Required Minimum Distribution requirement

dollar for dollar.

Always consult with your tax advisor before taking any steps described above. Please let Lifehouse know

if you are taking any of the steps above.

Learn more at LifehouseLouisville.org  502.897.1655




